There were now repeated rumours that the
enemy were undermining the entrenchment. Since
they were only just across the road on the east and
south fronts, it would be simple for them to sink
shafts in the houses they were occupying, drive gal-
leries underground as far as the defences, charge the
mines and blow them up, thus making practicable
breaches -with little danger to themselves and no
great labour: on the southern face, for instance, a
forty-foot gallery would do the work. Major Ander-
son and Captain Fulton were agreed that it would
be foolish to take the initiative and thus suggest
mining to the enemy, with their immense command
of labour, but all the sentries were instructed to
listen for the sound of the pick.
On the 10th July, Major Banks wrote to Allahabad
as follows: 'We have now been besieged for eleven
days. The enemy has not done much harm to our
defences, though many men have been killed and
wounded. We find that we have food for fully six
weeks, nevertheless we look for relief when possible.
To-day we hear that Cawnpore is in the hands of
our troops. I am writing thither. The enemy's fire
is slackening, and his attacks are diminishing in num-
ber; why, we cannot tell. We have no reports from
outside reliable. I cannot get a messenger for Agra/
It was rumoured that a general assault was to be
delivered in the small hours of the following morn-
ing, and the garrison therefore stood to arms- from
one o'clock onwards, but there was no attack. The
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